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Through the Language Glass Aug 31 2022 A masterpiece of linguistics scholarship, at once erudite
and entertaining, confronts the thorny question of how—and whether—culture shapes language and
language, culture Linguistics has long shied away from claiming any link between a language and
the culture of its speakers: too much simplistic (even bigoted) chatter about the romance of Italian
and the goose-stepping orderliness of German has made serious thinkers wary of the entire subject.
But now, acclaimed linguist Guy Deutscher has dared to reopen the issue. Can culture influence
language—and vice versa? Can different languages lead their speakers to different thoughts? Could
our experience of the world depend on whether our language has a word for "blue"? Challenging the
consensus that the fundaments of language are hard-wired in our genes and thus universal,
Deutscher argues that the answer to all these questions is—yes. In thrilling fashion, he takes us from
Homer to Darwin, from Yale to the Amazon, from how to name the rainbow to why Russian water—a
"she"—becomes a "he" once you dip a tea bag into her, demonstrating that language does in fact
reflect culture in ways that are anything but trivial. Audacious, delightful, and field-changing,
Through the Language Glass is a classic of intellectual discovery.
Words and Things Jun 28 2022
Using Words and Things Jan 24 2022 This book offers a systematic framework for thinking about the
relationship between language and technology and an argument for interweaving thinking about
technology with thinking about language. The main claim of philosophy of technology—that
technologies are not mere tools and artefacts not mere things, but crucially and significantly shape
what we perceive, do, and are—is re-thought in a way that accounts for the role of language in
human technological experiences and practices. Engaging with work by Wittgenstein, Heidegger,
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McLuhan, Searle, Ihde, Latour, Ricoeur, and many others, the author critically responds to, and
constructs a synthesis of, three "extreme", idealtype, untenable positions: (1) only humans speak and
neither language nor technologies speak, (2) only language speaks and neither humans nor
technologies speak, and (3) only technology speaks and neither humans nor language speak. The
construction of this synthesis goes hand in hand with a narrative about subjects and objects that
become entangled and constitute one another. Using Words and Things thus draws in central
discussions from other subdisciplines in philosophy, such as philosophy of language, epistemology,
and metaphysics, to offer an original theory of the relationship between language and (philosophy
of) technology centered on use, performance, and narrative, and taking a transcendental turn.
The Language of Cities May 28 2022 The director of the Design Museum defines the greatest
artefact of all time: the city We live in a world that is now predominantly urban. So how do we define
the city as it evolves in the twenty-first century? Drawing examples from across the globe, Deyan
Sudjic decodes the underlying forces that shape our cities, such as resources and land, to the ideas
that shape conscious elements of design, whether of buildings or of space. Erudite and entertaining,
he considers the differences between capital cities and the rest to understand why it is that we often
feel more comfortable in our identities as Londoners, Muscovites, or Mumbaikars than in our
national identities.
How To Win Friends and Influence People Apr 02 2020 Updated for today’s readers, Dale Carnegie’s
timeless bestseller How to Win Friends and Influence People is a classic that has improved and
transformed the professional and personal and lives of millions. One of the best-known motivational
guides in history, Dale Carnegie’s groundbreaking book has sold tens of millions of copies, been
translated into almost every known language, and has helped countless people succeed. Originally
published during the depths of the Great Depression—and equally valuable during booming
economies or hard times—Carnegie’s rock-solid, time-tested advice has carried countless people up
the ladder of success in their professional and personal lives. How to Win Friends and Influence
People teaches you: -How to communicate effectively -How to make people like you -How to increase
your ability to get things done -How to get others to see your side -How to become a more effective
leader -How to successfully navigate almost any social situation -And so much more! Achieve your
maximum potential with this updated version of a classic—a must-read for the 21st century.
What is this Thing Called Philosophy of Language? Sep 27 2019 Philosophy of language explores
some of the fundamental yet most technical problems in philosophy, such as meaning and reference,
semantics, and propositional attitudes. Some of its greatest exponents, such as Gottlob Frege,
Ludwig Wittgenstein and Bertrand Russell are amongst the major figures in the history of
philosophy. In this clear and carefully structured introduction to the subject Gary Kemp explains the
key topics.
The 5 Love Languages Nov 29 2019 Over 20 million copies sold! A perennial New York Times
bestseller for over a decade! Falling in love is easy. Staying in love—that’s the challenge. How can
you keep your relationship fresh and growing amid the demands, conflicts, and just plain boredom of
everyday life? In the #1 New York Times international bestseller The 5 Love Languages, you’ll
discover the secret that has transformed millions of relationships worldwide. Whether your
relationship is flourishing or failing, Dr. Gary Chapman’s proven approach to showing and receiving
love will help you experience deeper and richer levels of intimacy with your partner—starting today.
The 5 Love Languages is as practical as it is insightful. Updated to reflect the complexities of
relationships today, this new edition reveals intrinsic truths and applies relevant, actionable wisdom
in ways that work. Includes the Couple's Personal Profile assessment so you can discover your love
language and that of your loved one.
Thing Explainer Jul 26 2019 From the No. 1 bestselling author of What If? - the man who created
xkcd and explained the laws of science with cartoons - comes a series of brilliantly simple diagrams
('blueprints' if you want to be complicated about it) that show how important things work: from the
nuclear bomb to the biro. It's good to know what the parts of a thing are called, but it's much more
interesting to know what they do. Richard Feynman once said that if you can't explain something to
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a first-year student, you don't really get it. In Thing Explainer, Randall Munroe takes a quantum leap
past this: he explains things using only drawings and a vocabulary of just our 1,000 (or the ten
hundred) most common words. Many of the things we use every day - like our food-heating radio
boxes ('microwaves'), our very tall roads ('bridges'), and our computer rooms ('datacentres') - are
strange to us. So are the other worlds around our sun (the solar system), the big flat rocks we live on
(tectonic plates), and even the stuff inside us (cells). Where do these things come from? How do they
work? What do they look like if you open them up? And what would happen if we heated them up,
cooled them down, pointed them in a different direction, or pressed this button? In Thing Explainer,
Munroe gives us the answers to these questions and many, many more. Funny, interesting, and
always understandable, this book is for anyone -- age 5 to 105 -- who has ever wondered how things
work, and why.
Things Fall Apart Jun 24 2019 'Things Fall Apart' tells the story of Okonkwo, an important man in
the Igbo tribe in the days when white men were first on the scene. Okonkwo becomes exiled from his
tribe, as a result of his pride and his fears, with tragic consequences.
The Language of Things: Understanding the World of Desirable Objects Nov 02 2022 A brilliant
exposé of the interaction between art, design, and commerce. In ?The Language of Things, ?the
director of London's Design Museum charts our relationship with all things designed. With
scintillating wit and an eye for the pleasures and dangers of rampant consumerism, Deyan Sudjic
takes us from luxury car commercials to glossy advertisements for seasonal variations of the Prada
purse to the hype surrounding the latest version of the iPhone, exploring how we are manipulated
and seduced by our possessions. Who would've thought that it's the subtle visual similarity between
the Volkswagen Golf GTI and the barrel of an automatic pistol that makes people want to get behind
the wheel? And why is it that digital cameras in cell phones "click" even though they don't have a
shutter? Sudjic's illuminating argument will resound with anyone who has ever been affected by how
things look—lured, in other words, by the powerful siren call of design.
Using Language Mar 26 2022 Herbert Clark argues that language use is more than the sum of a
speaker speaking and a listener listening. It is the joint action that emerges when speakers and
listeners, writers and readers perform their individual actions in coordination, as ensembles. In
contrast to work within the cognitive sciences, which has seen language use as an individual
process, and to work within the social sciences, which has seen it as a social process, the author
argues strongly that language use embodies both individual and social processes.
Five Meters of Time Oct 28 2019 What happens if the world unexpectedly stands still for a
moment? If, just like that, you are given a bit of time by sheer luck? This is exactly what happens in
one of the biggest and busiest cities of the world, as a small snail crosses the street and makes
traffic stop for half a day. A book about things that you always wanted to do but never had the time
for. Reviews"charming"-Kirkus Reviews"A proposal to improve the world"-Westfälische
Nachrichten"humorous"-Ehrensenf"interesting not just in its story or its message, but also in how it
delivers that message. The colors and backgrounds have a rich sense of texture, unlike the majority
of children's books."-ForeWord Clarion Reviews"fabulous"-Spiegel Online"A creative bedtime story,
which is also suitable for stressed adults. [...] In the bustle of the city, the animals seize the moment
and become aware of how beautiful life can be without stress and hustle."-Designers in Action"sets
out to demonstrate what can happen when we're true to ourselves, when we seize our day, when we
live in the present, when we actually feel and enjoy the weather, when we are spontaneous, when we
break from routine, when we defy expectation, and how these rather small acts of joy can inspire
others"-Amazon.com Customer Review"beautiful"-Geizkragen"The story of a little snail who triggers
big changes."-Münstersche Zeitung
Doing Our Own Thing Apr 26 2022 “McWhorter is a gifted young linguist who seeks to understand
the change in our verbal habits rather than just bemoan it, and his analysis is insightful, richly
documented and, yes, eloquently written.”—Steven Pinker, author of The Blank Slate and The
Language Instinct In Doing Our Own Thing, critically acclaimed linguist and cultural critic John
McWhorter traces the precipitous decline of language in contemporary America, arguing
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persuasively that casual everyday speech has conquered the formal in all arenas, from oratory to
poetry to everyday journalism—and has even had dire consequences for our musical culture.
McWhorter argues that the swift and startling change in written and oral communication emanated
from the countercultural revolution of the 1960s and its ideology that established forms and
formality were autocratic and artificial. While acknowledging that the evolution of language is, in
and of itself, inevitable and often benign, he warns that the near-total loss of formal expression in
America is unprecedented in modern history and has reached a crisis point in our culture such that
our very ability to convey ideas and arguments effectively is gravely threatened. By turns compelling
and harrowing, passionate and judicious, Doing Our Own Thing is required reading for all concerned
about the state of our language—and the future of intellectual life in America.
A Little Book of Language Sep 07 2020 A narrative history of language ranges from the first
words of an infant to the modern dialect of text messaging, discussing linguistic styles, the origin of
accents, and the search for the first written word.
A Language of Things Jul 30 2022 Long overlooked, the natural philosophy and theosophy of the
Scandinavian scientist-turned-mystic Emanuel Swedenborg (1688–1772) made a surprising impact in
America. Thomas Jefferson, while president, was so impressed with the message of a Baltimore
Swedenborgian minister that he invited him to address both houses of Congress. But Swedenborgian
thought also made its contribution to nineteenth-century American literature, particularly within the
aesthetics of American Transcendentalism. Although various scholars have addressed how American
Romanticism was affected by different currents of Continental thought and religious ideology,
surprisingly no book has yet described the specific ways that American Romantics made persistent
recourse to Swedenborg for their respective projects to re-enchant nature. In A Language of Things,
Devin Zuber offers a critical attempt to restore the fundamental role that religious experience could
play in shaping nineteenth-century American approaches to natural space. By tracing the ways that
Ralph Waldo Emerson, John Muir, and Sarah Orne Jewett, among others, variously responded to
Swedenborg, Zuber illuminates the complex dynamic that came to unfold between the religious, the
literary, and the ecological. A Language of Things situates this dynamic within some of the recent
"new materialisms" of environmental thought, showing how these earlier authors anticipate present
concerns with the other-than-human in the Anthropocene.
éñéñ Aug 07 2020 Publisher Description
Because Internet Apr 14 2021 AN INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER!! Named a Best
Book of 2019 by TIME, Amazon, and The Washington Post A Wired Must-Read Book of Summer
“Gretchen McCulloch is the internet’s favorite linguist, and this book is essential reading. Reading
her work is like suddenly being able to see the matrix.” —Jonny Sun, author of everyone's a aliebn
when ur a aliebn too Because Internet is for anyone who's ever puzzled over how to punctuate a text
message or wondered where memes come from. It's the perfect book for understanding how the
internet is changing the English language, why that's a good thing, and what our online interactions
reveal about who we are. Language is humanity's most spectacular open-source project, and the
internet is making our language change faster and in more interesting ways than ever before.
Internet conversations are structured by the shape of our apps and platforms, from the grammar of
status updates to the protocols of comments and @replies. Linguistically inventive online
communities spread new slang and jargon with dizzying speed. What's more, social media is a vast
laboratory of unedited, unfiltered words where we can watch language evolve in real time. Even the
most absurd-looking slang has genuine patterns behind it. Internet linguist Gretchen McCulloch
explores the deep forces that shape human language and influence the way we communicate with
one another. She explains how your first social internet experience influences whether you prefer
"LOL" or "lol," why ~sparkly tildes~ succeeded where centuries of proposals for irony punctuation
had failed, what emoji have in common with physical gestures, and how the artfully disarrayed
language of animal memes like lolcats and doggo made them more likely to spread.
The size of things I Aug 19 2021 This book focuses on the role size plays in grammar. Under the
umbrella term size fall the size of syntactic projections, the size of feature content, and the size of
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reference sets. The contributions in this first volume discuss size and structure building. The most
productive research program in syntax where size plays a central role revolves around clausal
complements. Part 1 of Volume I contributes to this program with papers that argue for particular
structures of clausal complements, as well as papers that employ sizes of clausal complements to
account for other phenomena. The papers in Part 2 of this volume explore the interaction between
size and structure building beyond clausal complements, including phenomena in CP, vP, and NP
domains. The contributions cover a variety of languages, many of which are understudied. The book
is complemented by Volume II which discusses size effects in movement, agreement, and
interpretation.
Book2 English - French for Beginners Dec 23 2021 book2is available in many languagesis ideal for
beginnershas 100 short and easy chapterscorresponds to the European levels A1 and A2requires no
prior knowledge of grammarcovers the basic vocabularyuses simple structures to help you learn a
languagehelps you to speak complete sentences immediatelyapplies the latest memory researchAll
downloads can be accessed at www.book2.de.The audio files are available free of charge at
www.book2.de.Tip for learners: Do only one new chapter per day!Regularly repeat chapters you
have already learned.
Foreign Language - How to Use Modern Technology to Effectively Learn Foreign Languages Oct 09
2020 This book is a compilation of information about modern resources available to foreign language
students. The purpose of this book is to help the reader to correctly select instructional materials
and organize independent study of a foreign language. This edition contains recommendations for
the use of both traditional methods as well as the latest multimedia technologies. The book gives
great attention to vocabulary development - how to correctly study, review, and systematize foreign
words. This book will help you determine the main goals and exercises associated with mastering a
foreign language. These goals are always there. They simply need to be stated, analyzed, and
ordered. In general, systemization and order are two of the main factors in mastering anything new,
including foreign languages. When you understand what you want to achieve you will find it much
easier to choose a path that will lead to success. Topical dictionary section. This book contains an
English-Azerbaijani theme-based dictionary with 1,500 frequently used words that will help you
develop basic vocabulary. The dictionary's content is organized by topic. The material is presented in
three columns: source word, translation, and transcription. Each topic consists of 50 words grouped
into small blocks. You can treat this dictionary as a model for creating your own unified word
database. We're confident that this book will help you develop your own effective learning system
and give you another boost in this useful and fascinating exercise - learning a foreign language
Ẹdo Language Book - Eb'Ẹdo Feb 10 2021 This book titled: Edo Language Book - Eb'Ẹdo, is meant
for individuals who wish to learn the language Ẹdo in order to have an easy communication with the
great state and the lovely people it inhabitat. It's meant for those who lives in and outside the
country, Nigeria, and has no access to anything Edo language books, as they would like their
offspring to learn the language, to enable them communicate with their relatives whenever they talk
or visit Edo / Nigeria.Last but not least, this book equipped with over 428 pages, more than 48,000
words and contains almost every aspect (A-Z) of Edo day to day's spoken words.This includes, the
Edo Alphabets, Greetings, Animal names, Numeric figures, parts of the human body, Questions and
answers, Simple Sentences, words and meanings from English to Edo' etc.This book may be
purchase for educational, business, communication or promotional use, and it will help you and your
family learns and understands this interesting language Edo, which is also known as "BENIN".So,
get it and be glad you did........
The Language of Objects in the Art of the Americas Nov 09 2020 "This book consists of a series of
individual yet interrelated studies about the development of art and visual culture in the Americas.
The main geographical and cultural focus is on the Spanish- and Portuguese- speaking nations, as
well as the regions of the United States that possess a substantial population identifying with their
Mexican, Cuban, Puerto Rican, or other Latino backgrounds"--P. viii.
The Five Love Languages Jul 18 2021 In The 5 Love Languages, you will discover the secret that has
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transformed millions of relationships worldwide. Whether your relationship is flourishing or failing,
Dr. Gary Chapman s proven approach to showing and receiving love will help you experience deeper
and richer levels of intimacy with your partner starting today.
Texting and Online Chatting the Language of Today Aug 26 2019 This book is a guidance for
parents and adults alike with the new "Language of Today" which includes common text messaging,
acronyms as well as common emoticons, similes and miscellaneous slangs. That our kids, teenagers
and adolescents use today via their mobile devices, internet, online chat, and online gaming to
communicate among each other. With the rapid rise of real time text-based communications, such as
cell phone text messaging (SMS), instant messaging, e-mail, and online gaming came the emergence
of a new text language tailored to the contiguity and density of the new communications media era.
This book will help you understand what friends and family are really saying in those quick text
messages. As well the book was put together to help you translate the acronyms, emoticons, smilies
and miscellaneous slangs. If you've ever received a text message or you've been in an online chat
room, instant messenger, or on a game server and the messages seem to be in its own foreign
language, this book will assist you to crack the code of the text language by providing the definitions
for acronyms, emoticons, miscellaneous slangs and smilies.
B is for Bauhaus Jan 30 2020 This book is not a dictionary, though it tells you all you need know
about everything from Authenticity to Zips. It's not an autobiography, though it does offer a
revealing and highly personal inside view of contemporary culture. It's an essential tool kit for
understanding the modern world. It's about what makes a Warhol a genuine fake; the creation of
national identities; the mania to collect. It's also about the world seen from the rear view mirror of
Grand Theft Auto V; digital ornament and why we value imperfection. It's about drinking a bruisingly
dry martini in Adolf Loo's American bar in Vienna, and about Hitchcock's film sets. It's about fashion
and technology, about politics and art.
The 5 Languages of Appreciation in the Workplace May 04 2020 Based on the #1 New York Times
bestseller The 5 Love Languages®(over 12 million copies sold), Dramatically improve workplace
relationships simply by learning your coworkers’ language of appreciation. This book will give you
the tools to improve staff morale, create a more positive workplace, and increase employee
engagement. How? By teaching you to effectively communicate authentic appreciation and
encouragement to employees, co-workers, and leaders. Most relational problems in organizations
flow from this question: do people feel appreciated? This book will help you answer “Yes!” A
bestseller—having sold over 300,000 copies and translated into 16 languages—this book has proven
to be effective and valuable in diverse settings. Its principles about human behavior have helped
businesses, non-profits, hospitals, schools, government agencies, and organizations with remote
workers. PLUS! Each book contains a free access code for taking the online Motivating By
Appreciation (MBA) Inventory (does not apply to purchases of used books). The assessment
identifies a person’s preferred languages of appreciation to help you apply the book. When
supervisors and colleagues understand their coworkers’ primary and secondary languages, as well
as the specific actions they desire, they can effectively communicate authentic appreciation, thus
creating healthy work relationships and raising the level of performance across an entire team or
organization. Take your team to the next level by applying The 5 Languages of Appreciation in the
Workplace.
Language at the Speed of Sight May 16 2021 We’ve been teaching reading wrong—a leading
cognitive scientist tells us how we can finally do it right
Digital Body Language Jun 16 2021 An instant Wall Street Journal Bestseller The definitive guide to
communicating and connecting in a hybrid world. Email replies that show up a week later. Video
chats full of “oops sorry no you go” and “can you hear me?!” Ambiguous text-messages. Weird
punctuation you can’t make heads or tails of. Is it any wonder communication takes us so much time
and effort to figure out? How did we lose our innate capacity to understand each other? Humans rely
on body language to connect and build trust, but with most of our communication happening from
behind a screen, traditional body language signals are no longer visible -- or are they? In Digital
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Body Language, Erica Dhawan, a go-to thought leader on collaboration and a passionate
communication junkie, combines cutting edge research with engaging storytelling to decode the new
signals and cues that have replaced traditional body language across genders, generations, and
culture. In real life, we lean in, uncross our arms, smile, nod and make eye contact to show we listen
and care. Online, reading carefully is the new listening. Writing clearly is the new empathy. And a
phone or video call is worth a thousand emails. Digital Body Language will turn your daily
misunderstandings into a set of collectively understood laws that foster connection, no matter the
distance. Dhawan investigates a wide array of exchanges—from large conferences and video
meetings to daily emails, texts, IMs, and conference calls—and offers insights and solutions to build
trust and clarity to anyone in our ever changing world.
Language Acquisition Made Practical Oct 21 2021 It can be done! You can successfully learn a
new language if three conditions are met: 1. You live where the new language is spoken. 2. You are
motivated to learn the new language. 3. You know how to proceed with language learning, step-bystep and day-by-day. This manual assumes that the first and second conditions are met. It is a simple
guide planned to help you, the learner, proceed without boredom or frustration, through
manageable steps, so that you can become proficient in your new language. The objective of this
manual is to help guide you in your daily activities of language learning. - Preface.
Let's Learn Russian: Things at Home Dec 11 2020 A fun and easy way to teach your kids the
basics of Russian with this bilingual Russian words book. Best for kids age between 1- 5 years or
anyone who wants to learn the Russian letters and new words in a fun way. The transcription was
created using the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). In this book, you will find the following
features: * Russian Words * English translations * Each word has its own page * All pages are in
color * Transcription for every word by using IPA * Page sizes: 8.5" x 8.5" (21,59 cm x 21,59 cm) *
Gloss paper * Printed on High Quality, Bright White paper Do you want to see more product offers or
need a different interior format? Just click on our brand "Alina Kropova" to find the rest of our
products! If you want to purchase this topnotch journal, then scroll up; click the Add to Cart button
Give your Valuable Reviews after purchase "Let's Learn Russian: Things At Home" to improve the
quality of the Journal. Thank You and best regards! Join us, and you definitely find something for
Your Child! Let's Learn Russian: 1. Alphabet 2. Alphabet 180 Words 3. Countries 4. Numbers 1 to
100 5. Feelings & Emotions 6. Body Parts 7. Health & Hygiene 8. Animals & Insects 9. World Sport
10. Fruits & Berries 11. Nuts & Vegetables 12. Food & Drinks 13. Music 14. Flowers & Trees 15.
Transport 16. Money & Shopping 17. Professions 18. Family, Appearance & Character 19. Things
Around Me at School 20. Reptiles & Marine Life 21. Things in the House 22. Things in the Living
Room & Dining Room 23. Things in the Bedroom & Bathroom 24. Kitchen & Tableware 25. Days,
Months, Seasons & Time 26. Things Around Me at the Airport 27. Colors, Fabrics & Materials 28.
Сlothes & Accessories 29. Music Nature & Natural 30. Places Around the City 31. Alphabet Coloring
Book 32. Space & Constellations And More........................ Russian fun beginner's guide with |
dominate the Russian | Learn Basic Russian words for Children | Learn the Russian Alphabet |
Russian Handwriting Practice Workbook for Beginners | Russian Picture Word Book | Commonly
Used Russian Words Through Pictures | Children's Language Activity Books | Russian Short Stories
For Beginners | Grow Your Russian Vocabulary the Fun Way | Easy Russian Language for Kids |
Bilingual (English / Russian) (английский / русский) | Children's Learning Books | Easy Russian
Alphabet | Russian Basic Words | My First Book of Russian Words | Russian ABC Azbuka | russian
alphabet coloring book | russian alphabet for kids book | russian alphabet for kids | russian alphabet
for kids book | russian alphabet workbook
The Language Instinct Mar 02 2020 The classic book on the development of human language by
the world’s leading expert on language and the mind. In this classic, the world's expert on language
and mind lucidly explains everything you always wanted to know about language: how it works, how
children learn it, how it changes, how the brain computes it, and how it evolved. With deft use of
examples of humor and wordplay, Steven Pinker weaves our vast knowledge of language into a
compelling story: language is a human instinct, wired into our brains by evolution. The Language
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Instinct received the William James Book Prize from the American Psychological Association and the
Public Interest Award from the Linguistics Society of America. This edition includes an update on
advances in the science of language since The Language Instinct was first published.
The Stuff of Thought Sep 19 2021 This New York Times bestseller is an exciting and fearless
investigation of language from the author of Rationality, The Better Angels of Our Nature and The
Sense of Style and Enlightenment Now. "Curious, inventive, fearless, naughty." --The New York
Times Book Review Bestselling author Steven Pinker possesses that rare combination of scientific
aptitude and verbal eloquence that enables him to provide lucid explanations of deep and powerful
ideas. His previous books - including the Pulitzer Prize finalist The Blank Slate - have catapulted him
into the limelight as one of today's most important popular science writers. In The Stuff of Thought,
Pinker presents a fascinating look at how our words explain our nature. Considering scientific
questions with examples from everyday life, The Stuff of Thought is a brilliantly crafted and highly
readable work that will appeal to fans of everything from The Selfish Gene and Blink to Eats, Shoots
& Leaves.
Cultish Dec 31 2019 The author of the widely praised Wordslut analyzes the social science of cult
influence: how cultish groups from Jonestown and Scientology to SoulCycle and social media gurus
use language as the ultimate form of power. What makes “cults” so intriguing and frightening? What
makes them powerful? The reason why so many of us binge Manson documentaries by the dozen and
fall down rabbit holes researching suburban moms gone QAnon is because we’re looking for a
satisfying explanation for what causes people to join—and more importantly, stay in—extreme
groups. We secretly want to know: could it happen to me? Amanda Montell’s argument is that, on
some level, it already has . . . Our culture tends to provide pretty flimsy answers to questions of cult
influence, mostly having to do with vague talk of “brainwashing.” But the true answer has nothing to
do with freaky mind-control wizardry or Kool-Aid. In Cultish, Montell argues that the key to
manufacturing intense ideology, community, and us/them attitudes all comes down to language. In
both positive ways and shadowy ones, cultish language is something we hear—and are influenced
by—every single day. Through juicy storytelling and cutting original research, Montell exposes the
verbal elements that make a wide spectrum of communities “cultish,” revealing how they affect
followers of groups as notorious as Heaven’s Gate, but also how they pervade our modern start-ups,
Peloton leaderboards, and Instagram feeds. Incisive and darkly funny, this enrapturing take on the
curious social science of power and belief will make you hear the fanatical language of “cultish”
everywhere.
The Language of Things Oct 01 2022 We live in a world drowning in objects. But what do they tell us
about ourselves? The Language of Things, Deyan Sudjic charts our relationship - both innocent and
knowing - with all things designed. From the opulent excesses of the catwalk, or the technical
brilliance of a laptop computer, to the subtle refinement of a desk lamp, he shows how we can be
manipulated and seduced by our possessions. Sudjic delivers an exhilarating insider's history of
design as he introduces us to the world's most original innovators and reveals the hidden meanings
in their work. How did the design of a pistol influence a car? Why did a chair make a cafe the most
fashionable place in Paris? What can we learn from a banknote, a police uniform or a typeface? And
why can't any of us decide what size to wear our trousers? In an age when the word 'designer' has
become synonymous with the cynical and manipulative, Sudjic examines the qualities behind
successful design and explores the conflicting tensions between high art and mass production.
Brilliant and courageous, The Language of Thingsdefines the visual vocabulary of our time and gives
us a powerful new way of seeing the world.
What Language Is Jan 12 2021 New York Times bestselling author and renowned linguist, John
McWhorter, explores the complicated and fascinating world of languages. From Standard English to
Black English; obscure tongues only spoken by a few thousand people in the world to the big ones
like Mandarin - What Language Is celebrates the history and curiosities of languages around the
world and smashes our assumptions about "correct" grammar. An eye-opening tour for all language
lovers, What Language Is offers a fascinating new perspective on the way humans communicate.
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From vanishing languages spoken by a few hundred people to major tongues like Chinese, with
copious revelations about the hodgepodge nature of English, John McWhorter shows readers how to
see and hear languages as a linguist does. Packed with Big Ideas about language alongside
wonderful trivia, What Language Is explains how languages across the globe (the Queen's English
and Surinam creoles alike) originate, evolve, multiply, and divide. Raising provocative questions
about what qualifies as a language (so-called slang does have structured grammar), McWhorter also
takes readers on a marvelous journey through time and place-from Persian to the languages of Sri
Lanka- to deliver a feast of facts about the wonders of human linguistic expression.
Language Jul 06 2020 A bold and provocative study that presents language not as an innate
component of the brain—as most linguists do—but as an essential tool unique to each culture
worldwide. For years, the prevailing opinion among academics has been that language is embedded
in our genes, existing as an innate and instinctual part of us. But linguist Daniel Everett argues that,
like other tools, language was invented by humans and can be reinvented or lost. He shows how the
evolution of different language forms—that is, different grammar—reflects how language is
influenced by human societies and experiences, and how it expresses their great variety. For
example, the Amazonian Pirahã put words together in ways that violate our long-held under-standing
of how language works, and Pirahã grammar expresses complex ideas very differently than English
grammar does. Drawing on the Wari’ language of Brazil, Everett explains that speakers of all
languages, in constructing their stories, omit things that all members of the culture understand. In
addition, Everett discusses how some cultures can get by without words for numbers or counting,
without verbs for “to say” or “to give,” illustrating how the very nature of what’s important in a
language is culturally determined. Combining anthropology, primatology, computer science,
philosophy, linguistics, psychology, and his own pioneering—and adventurous—research with the
Amazonian Pirahã, and using insights from many different languages and cultures, Everett gives us
an unprecedented elucidation of this society-defined nature of language. In doing so, he also gives us
a new understanding of how we think and who we are.
The Art of Language Invention Feb 22 2022 From language creator David J. Peterson comes a
creative gui de to language constructio, offering an overview of language creation, covering its
history from Tolkien's creations and Klingon to today's thriving global community of conlangers. He
provides the essential tools necessary for inventing and evolving new languages, using examples
from a variety of languages including his own creations.
Getting others to do things Nov 21 2021 Getting others to do things is a central part of social
interaction in any human society. Language is our main tool for this purpose. In this book, we show
that sequences of interaction in which one person’s behaviour solicits or occasions another’s
assistance or collaboration share common structural properties that provide a basis for the
systematic comparison of this domain across languages. The goal of this comparison is to uncover
similarities and differences in how language and other conduct are used in carrying out social action
around the world, including different kinds of requests, orders, suggestions, and other actions
brought together under the rubric of recruitment.
The Atlas of Unusual Languages: An exploration of language, people and geography Mar 14 2021 We
communicate through the spoken and written word and language has evolved over the centuries.
Many languages have survived although only in small pockets throughout the world. This book
explores a selection of those languages.
First Things First Jun 04 2020 The New York Times–bestselling time management book from the
author of The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People. Stephen R. Covey’s First Things First is the gold
standard for time management books. His principle-centered approach for prioritizing gives you
time management tips that enable you to make changes and sacrifices needed in order to obtain
happiness and retain a feeling of security. First Things First: The Interactive Edition takes Dr.
Covey’s philosophy and remasters the entire text to include easy-to-understand infographics,
analysis, and more. This time-saving version of First Things First is the efficient way to apply Dr.
Covey’s tested and validated time management tips, while retaining his core message. This guide
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will help you: • Get more done in less time • Develop and retain rich relationships • Attain inner
peace • Create balance in your life • And, put first things first “Covey is the hottest selfimprovement consultant to hit US business since Dale Carnegie.” —USA Today “Covey has reached
the apex with First Things First. This is an important work. I can’t think of anyone who wouldn’t be
helped by reading it.” —Larry King, CNN “These goals embody a perfect balance of the mental, the
physical, the spiritual, and the social.” —Booklist Readers should note that this ebook edition differs
slightly from the print edition and does not contain all the same materials.
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